
catalogue of publications

CENTRE FOR 
EARLY MEDIEVAL 
STUDIES

winter 2023/2024 EN



4

3

9

12

14

15

16

20

21

24

WELCOME

The Centre for Early Medieval Studies was born in 
2013 as a place of exchanges and dialogue between 

students, scholars, and the large audience. Three 
aspects have been essential for the understanding 
of its dna: intense interest in visual cultures of the 
past, natural desire to experience adventures, and 
genuine passion for beauty. The books presented 

here are a result of these. Written by accomplished 
scholars as well as students, touching the most 
avant-garde scholarship, and relating authentic 

adventures, their purpose is to share our passion 
for medieval art with you.

For further information on the publications of the Centre, see: 
www.earlymedievalstudies.com/en/publikace.html
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CONVIVIUM
Since 2014, Convivium’s peer-reviewed 
articles, with the history of art as their 
nucleus, have looked beyond geographic, 
temporal, and academic boundaries. 
Its purview extends into Western Asia, 
the Mediterranean, and Central and 
Western Europe, retaining a focus on 
the Middle Ages – from the third to the 
sixteenth century. Each year, we publish  
two regular issues (one of them thematic) 
and supplementa focusing on special topics.
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STUDIA
ARTIUM
Launched in 2013, the Studia Artium 
Mediaevalium Brunensia consists 
of individual scholarly monographs, 
proceedings of international 
conferences, and collective volumes 
on selected themes pertaining to 
the history of art throughout the late 
antique and medieval Mediterranean 
and beyond.
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throughout the medieval world from the 
longue durée perspective. With history of 
art as its focal point, the series explores 
widely diverse subjects pertaining to 
visual and material studies. Each book in 
the series is created by a young designer, 
aimed at linking excellent scholarship and 
an appealing contemporary design.
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PARVA
CONVIVIA 
Parva Convivia is the “paperback” series 
issued by the Centre for Early Medieval 
Studies. It includes – in a handy format – 
studies pertaining to the history of art and 
historiography from the Mediterranean 
to the Central European region and far 
beyond. With publications in English and 
Czech, the series embraces the mediation 
of scholarly research by proposing studies 
accessible to a wider audience.
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The Parva Convivia2 series’ aim is 
to convey our enthusiasm for the 
medieval world to the widest possible 
audience. At the same time, it is 
a place where we try to break down 
preconceptions about the past while 
reflecting on our present.

PARVA  
CONVIVIA2 

PARVA
CONVIVIA

JE (STŘEDOVĚK)  
DOBA TEMNA?
Umění, migrace a moc
 
Ivan Foletti, Martin F. Lešák,
Veronika Pichaničová,  
Sabina Rosenbergová
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Jižní Balkán: Ochrid, Kurbinovo, 
Kastoria, Soluň

Ivan Foletti, Zuzana Frantová, 
Monika Kučerová eds
▸ 2014

From the Balkans to Norman Sicily, 
through Novgorod and the Caucasus, these 
travel logs retrace the study trips of the 
students at the Department of Art History, 
organized by the Centre for Early Medieval 
Studies. They are composed of short essays 
written by the students in Czech about the 
exceptional medieval monuments they 
encountered during their travels. 

TRAVELOGUESPRŮVODCE ROZVÁŠNĚNÝM 
ZNOJMEM
 
Ivan Foletti, Jan Galeta  
& Tomáš Valeš eds 
▸ 2022

1/2

RECOMMENDED



19

2/2

ZÁPISKY Z CEST 4  
Jižní Kavkaz
Klára Doležalová,  
Ivan Foletti  
& Karolina Foletti eds 
▸ 2022

PRŮVODCE  
ROZVÁŠNĚNÝM  
ZNOJMEM 
Ivan Foletti, Jan Galeta  
& Tomáš Valeš eds 
▸ 2022

ZÁPISKY Z CEST 3
Moskva & Novgorod
Ian Foletti, Karolina Foletti, 
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– Monreale 
Ivan Foletti  
& Michal Kolář eds
▸ 2015
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OBJECTS, RELICS,  
AND MIGRANTS
The Basilica of Sant’Ambrogio  
in Milan and the cult of its saints 
(386-972)

Ivan Foletti
▸ 2020

MILAN SANS FRONTIÈRES
Le culte et la circulation des 
reliques ambrosiennes, l’art et 
l’architecture (IVe-VIe siècle)

Alžběta Filipová
▸ 2019

IN BETWEEN
This series actively responds to the 
growing need for transdisciplinary 
studies bridging academic fields in 
the humanities. As such, its scope 
incorporates various disciplines 
allied with art history – anthropology, 
archaeology, archaeometry, 
historiography, liturgy, and, of course, 
cultural and social history.

The Ambrosian basilica in Milan, built first in the age of Ambrose (374–397) 
and radically reconstructed at the end of the eleventh century, is an 
extraordinary place of memoria, where many medieval objects and 
monuments are present.

By studying a few famous artworks preserved in the basilica, such as the 
Chapel San Vittore in Ciel d’Oro, the golden altar, and the ciborium of 
Saint Ambrose, this book explores interactions between the topology of 
the building and its objects, the relics the basilica was constructed around, 
and which share the epithet "migrating". In other words, we would like 
to analyse from the longue durée perspective how the objects became 
understood as relics and materialized sanctity, derived from them, and 
served as an instrument of exclusion and instruction in their ethnically 
problematic context.

This volume presents a rich photographic material, which was made 
specifically for this publication.

This book is dedicated to the cultural transfer within the network 
woven by the Bishop Ambrose between the city of Milan and the 
Christian West. Generated by donations of relics, multiplied from the 
holy remains preserved in Milan, the cultural transfer consists mainly 
in the dissemination of architectural and figurative models and the 
creation of a recognizable sacred landscape around the Capital. This 
phenomenon opens up perspectives towards a more global reflection 
on the construction of identity through the cult of saints and its 
artistic manifestations between the 4th and 5th centuries. Also, by 
recognizing an important center of ecclesiastic influence next to 
the See of Rome, dominant in the scholarly literature, it contributes 
to the debate on the centre-periphery dichotomy. This book was 
published in the series In Between. Images, Words, and Objects that 
promotes studies in art history within the framework of a broad, 
transdisciplinary approach.
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AUX PORTES DE LA 
JÉRUSALEM CÉLESTE
Le tympan sculpté  
de Conques

Ivan Foletti 
& Cécile Voyer  
▸ 2022

SAINT FOY RÉVELÉE
La plus ancienne statue  
médiévale à Conques

Ivan Foletti  
& Adrien Palladino  
▸ 2021

These books include volumes (co-)written 
by members of the Centre or conference 
proceedings which are published in other 
series around the world.

OTHERS

1/3

Aux portes de la Jérusalem Céleste. Le tympan sculpté de Conques 
[At the Doors of Heavenly Jerusalem: The Sculpted Tympanum of 
Conques] is the second bookletin Frenchin the short series dedicated 
to a broad non-academic audience. With more illustrations than 
the first one, which resulted from a photographic campaign on the 
tympanum realized within the project, this booklet presents the most 
visible artwork accessible to the visitor’s gaze when arriving in front 
of the abbey-church: the richly adorned and polychrome tympanum 
presenting the scene of the Last Judgement. Sculpted at the beginning 
of the 12th century, the portal is probably amongst the first of its type 
along the pilgrimage routes. The goal of the booklet is to present to 
a broad audience what perception the medieval pilgrims could have 
had of such an incredible artistic object, how they understood these 
sculptures and their theme, and what effect its liminal imagery could 
have had on them. It does so by explaining how a complex message 
of salvation is reinforced by sculpted images together with an elegant 
Latin poem which runs around and under them, borrowing from 
a variety of themes and concepts widespread in the broad and elite 
cultures of the 12th and 13th centuries.

This booklet Sainte Foy révélée. La plus ancienne statue médiévale 
à Conques [Sainte Foy Revealed: The Oldest Medieval Statue in 
Conques] is the first in a series of three booklets in French dedicated to 
the presentation of various aspects of the cultural heritage of Conques, 
the abbey church and the treasures in particular, to a broad non-
academic audience. It is richly illustrated with original photographs 
and illustrations produced in the first year of the project, focusing on 
the core of the sacred site of Conques and the goal of the pilgrim’s 
devotion: the golden statue-reliquary of Sainte Foy. This artistic object, 
which has fascinated pilgrims for centuries, is often presented only as 
an object of faith or as an artistic bravado; the booklet re-examines 
it within a network of stories and devotional practices and explains 
the significance of the reuse of the golden face in providing the 
iconic potential and authority of a fourth-century emperor to a young 
female martyr.The goal is thus not only to disseminate the scientific 
results of the project, but also to make the story of this unique statue 
known to regular visitors of Conques, be they pilgrims or tourists. 
Both the format and the style of these booklets are conceived to reach 
specifically this audience, while at the same time keeping the highest 
standards for the photographs and illustrations, as well as texts.
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RE-THINKING,  
RE-MAKING, RE-LIVING 
CHRISTIAN ORIGINS
Ivan Foletti, Manuela 
Gianandrea, Serena Romano 
& Elisabetta Scirocco eds  
▸ 2018

OBJECTS OF MEMORY,  
MEMORY OF OBJECTS
The Artworks as a Vehicle of  
the Past in the Middle Ages
Alžběta Filipová,  
Zuzana Frantová  
& Francesco Lovino eds 
▸ 2014

AUX PORTES DE LA 
JÉRUSALEM CÉLESTE
Le tympan sculpté  
de Conques
Ivan Foletti & Cécile Voyer  
▸ 2022

OGGETTI, RELIQUIE, 
MIGRANTI
La basilica ambrosiana e il 
culto dei suoi santi (386-972)
Ivan Foletti  
▸ 2013

HEREZE A LOAJALITA
Slonovinový diptych  
z pěti částí z pokladu  
katedrály v Miláně
Zuzana Frantová  
▸ 2014

SAINT FOY RÉVELÉE
La plus ancienne statue 
médiévale à Conques
Ivan Foletti  
& Adrien Palladino  
▸ 2021

MILANO ALLO SPECCHIO
Da Costantino al Barbarossa 
l’autopercezione di  
una capitale
Ivan Foletti, Irene Quadri  
& Marco Rossi eds 
▸ 2016

BYZANTIUM, RUSSIA  
AND EUROPE
Meeting and Construction  
of Worlds
Ivan Foletti ed. 
▸ 2013

PODZIMNÍ MOUCHY  

aneb Žena z dávných dob 

Irène Némirovsky 
transl. and epilogue  
by Karolina Foletti
▸ 2022
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ÚTĚK Z RUSKA
Deník Iriny Knorring
(1920–1921)
translation by  
Lucie Dlouhá
& Karolina Foletti
▸ 2022

ZAŘÍKÁVAČI KAMENE
Les magiciens de la pierre
Michele Bacci, Ivan Foletti, 
Katarínas Kravčíková & 
Vesna Šćepanović
▸ 2023
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FORTHCOMING

CONVIVIUM XI/2
▸ autumn 2024

CONVIVIUM MICROGRAPHIES 24/1
Ivan Foletti & Margharita Khakhanova
▸ autumn 2024

CONQUES TRAVELOGUE
▸ spring 2024

ZNOJMO MONOGRAPH
Parva Convivia edition
▸ spring 2024

VOLUME ON 14TH-CENTURY VENICE
Parva Convivia edition
▸ autumn 2024

PREPARING ALSO...

STŘEDOVĚK V 19. STOLETÍ
Parva Convivia2 edition 
▸ autumn 2024

CONVIVIUM XI/1
▸ spring 2024

CONVIVIUM  
SUPPLEMENTUM 24
Conques
▸ summer 2024

CONQUES MONOGRAPH
Convivia edition
▸ autumn 2024
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